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Scientific and political 
trackways to a Jura Geopark

An assemblage of dinosaur track-
sites of international importance, has 
been revealed during palaeontologi-
cal excavations along the future Tran-
sjurane highway A16 in the Canton 
Jura. Within only two years, these 
unique palaeontological discoveries 
have initiatied the elaboration of a 
Jura Geopark. 

The geopark should comprise 
the palaeontological, geological, 
natural and anthropological heritage 
of the central Swiss and French Jura 
mountains. The center of the park is 
designed to be a new interpretative 
center near Porrentruy, build directly 
beside the dinosaur tracksites.

So far on three excavation sites, 
three depositional sequences of Late 
Jurassic age were identified, in which 
numereous horizons with dinosaur 
tracks and trackways are documented.  
In at least twelve horizons over 1500 
tracks of different sauropods and 
theropods were measured and yet 
partly analysed, several thousands 
will be documented in the next 5 or 
6 years. 

 The tracksites show the relevance 
of safeguarding palaeontological her-
itage. Since their discovery in 2002, 
2003 and 2004, the protection and 
conservation of the sites in situ is 
promoted by the palaeontologists of 
the “Section d’archéologie et paléon-
tologie”. The high level of scientific, 
media and public interest has proved 
the scientific and educational value, 
and the great potential for sustainable 
touristic use of the sites.

First discussions with scientific 
partners from geosciences, archaeol-
ogy  and biology formed the starting 
point of resuming discussions. The 
project managers of the cultural office 
(including archaeology and palaeon-

tology), and of the local natural his-
tory museum proposed the formation 
of an interdisciplinary working group 
to faciliate the study of basic prin-
ciples of the constitutional process. 
This happened in consultation with 
members of the Jura government, 
in particular with the minister of the 
department of education, and in close 
cooperation with the roads authorities 
of the Canton Jura and with the Swiss 
Federal Roads Authority. 

Collateral political activities of the 
cultural office, of parlamentarians and 
of scientific societies led to the inte-
gration of two main agenda items into 
the actual legislative program (2003 
– 2006) of the Jura parliament. The 
aim is, to analyse first the feasability 
of an interpretative center within a ge-
opark, and second, to analyse a pos-
sible integration of a palaeontological 
office into the administration of the 
Canton Jura.

Roadmap
During the next 6 years, the fol-

lowing planning steps are intended for 
the realization of the project.

Until the end of this year (2004) 
the commission has to: 
• define the multidisciplinary 

orientation of the geopark 
(palaeontology, geosciences 
(geotopes), biology and 

archaeology),
• ensure the protection of the sites,
• define the political strategy in 

consens with the federal road 
authorities,

• accomplish a market analysis and 
a feasability study,

• formulate scenarios for the project 
realization,

• define a general communication 
concept.
Until the end of the actual legisla-

tive program (2006) the commission 
has to:
• define a scientific and 

museological concept,
• prepare a financial investment 

plan for the next legislative period 
(2007–2010),

• accomplish architectural and 
space-planning studies,

• seek for national (Swiss Geoparks) 
and international recognition of 
the park (UNESCO, European 
Geoparks Network).
Until the end of the next legisla-

tive programm (2010) the commis-

sion has to: 
• assure the construction of the 

museum and the realization of the 
park,

• ensure regulary renewed animation 
and sustainable developement,

• guarantee the promotion and the 
operation of the park.
Palaeontologists and geologists 

of the “Section d’archéologie et palé-
ontologie” as well as all scientists of 
local private geological offices and 
from local scientific societies support 
the conceptual planning with a large 
interest. A nationwide encourage-
ment by interested geoscientists could 
sustainably strengthen the scientific 
foundation of the project. 

You are welcome.

Figure 1 Possible expansion of the 
Jura Geopark


