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The Rickenbach site represents 
an interesting case because it is both 
a geotope and a protected biotope. 
The principal question is to know if 
this double protection is wholesome 
or produces conflicts. This study was 
carried out within the framework of a 
diploma joining the Neuchâtel and the 
Fribourg Universities.

The statute of the biotopes is en-
sured by the Swiss constitution and 
several laws exist for their protection. 
With regard to the geotopes no para-
graph stipulates the term of geotope 
and no law directly protects them 
according to the same conditions as 
the biotope.

Presently, the geotopes considered 
as worthy of protection have been 
indexed in a national preliminary list 
(WGPG 1999) or in cantonal inven-
tories.

Rickenbach is located in the can-
ton of Solothurn (Swiss coordinates: 
632200/242300). Before becoming 
a protected biotope in 1964, this site 
was used as garbage dump for waste 
discharge.

The area was cleaned and covered 
with humus by the cantonal office for 
nature protection in 1964, but a foun-
dation was only created in 1980 with 
clearly defined goals (as biotope). 
Although the foundation had to take 
care to the development and the main-
tenance of the biotope, as well as the 
establishment of didactic paths, the 
decisions and the financing are man-
aged by the canton.  

As geotope, Rickenbach is a 
reference locality for Tertiary bios-
tratigraphy (reference level for the 
international mammal zone MP29, 
late Chattian) and is integrated in 
the INGESO (Inventar geowissen-
schaftlich schützenswerter Objekte, 

Kanton Solothurn) since 1996. It was 
then included in the preliminary list 
of geotopes of national significance 
(WGPG 1999). 

The first excavations going up in 
1905 were carried out by Dr Stehlin, 
Dr Martin and J. Stuber (see Martin 
1906 and Cadastre des mammifères 
fossiles, Basel). The details concern-
ing the paleontologic record of the 
locality are presented by Emery et al. 
in this volume.

Since the Rickenbach local-
ity is considered as both biotope and 
geotope, there were no sources of 
conflicts and the management of the 
biotope was not influenced by the 
existence of the geotope. In the same 
way, future work for the revalorisa-
tion of the geotope would be probably 
not blocked by the presence of the 
protected biotope. The principal ques-
tion remains a financial one, because 
the revalorisation was necessary for 
the biotope (due to the law) but will 
be only optional for the geotope.

We are grateful to the « Amt für 
Umwelt » und « Amt für Raumpla-
nung » from canton Solothurn, as well 
as to the « Biotop Stiftung Huppergru-

be » (F. Metternich) for sending very 
interesting documentation and helpful 
discussions. Profs. Mermod (Biology, 
Univ. Neuchâtel), T.Adatte (Geology, 
Univ. Neuchâtel) and J.-P.Berger (Ge-
ology, Univ. Fribourg) co-directed the 
Diploma of E. Emery.
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Figure 1 The Rickenbach «Huppergrube»: biotope and geotope. Photo Amt 
für Raumplanung (SO)


